
September 29,2003 

Dear Secretary Dotkh: 
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SEP 3 02003 I 

The Public Service Cammission at West Virgiflia (WVPSC) nt 3y submits its 
cefiification in accordance Wjth 47 C.F.R. $ #  54,313 & ,314. These  section^ of the 
Commission's rules requires stab certification in order to allow incumbent local exchange 
carriers (incumbent LECs or ILECs) and competitive LECs fhat have been designated as 
eligible tel~ommmicati0ns carrim (ETCs], to nceive federal universal service gupport 
pmumt to 47 C.F.R, 55 $4.301 to 314, 

As required by 47 C.F.R. $ 8  54+3 13(a} & ,314(a)p the WVPSC ca Y e s  that the 
fdlowing carriers in West Virginia are eligible to receive federal support d u i u  Janumy 1 
2004, to December 31, 2004: Amtrung Telephone C q a n y  - N o & m  Division; 
Armsbong Telephone Company = West Virginia; Citizens Telecomunications Company 
of West Virginia7 d/b/a Frontier Cmunicatims of West Virginia; Essterbrooke Cellular 
Corporation; PiberN& LLC,; Hardy Telecommunications3 Tnc.; Highland Celluh, LLC; 
Spruce Knob&nwa Rocks Telephone, Inc,; Gateway Tdacorn, LLC. &/a Str~tusWave 
Communications; Verizon West Virginia Inc.; War Telqhone Company; and West Side 
Telephone Compady, d/b/a West Side Tekcomutlicntions. These cwriers are either ILECs 
or have b e a  designated ETCs bythe Commission,. The W S C  furthw certifies that these 
carriers will we federal universal sewice support only for the provision, mahtenmce and 
upgrading of facilities md denices for which the suppurt is intefidd, consistent with 
Section 254(e} ofthe Communications Act of 1934, ag amended. This cwtificathn is the 
product of fmml  proceedings before the W P S C .  &Q ' 'Comh~ian Order," General 
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&I behalf of the people of West Virginia, the WVPSC expresses ib apprcdation for 
the Commission’s efforts in arriving at a mechanism to provide support that will rsduce 
monthly rates for the bulk of comumers and make those rates more cmparable to rates paid 
by consumm in other parts of the Nation. 

h G l .  
cc; Irene Flannery, Univemal Smica Administrative Company 

2120 L street, w 
suite 600 
Washing&, DC 20037 
fax (202) 776-0080 
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At a seasion of the Public $sttice C~mmisaion of Wcst Virginia, in the City of 
Charleaton, on the 29th &y of S e p t d e r ,  2003. 

GENERAL INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
Cenificstiun ofthe disposition of federa2 univmd 
service funding by incumbent local exchange 
telecommunications carriers and competitive 
eiigiblc! k1ecomrrmnicatims c m k s  in Wed Virginia 
for calendar year 2004. 

On May 21,2003, the Commission's Congumer Advocate Division ( ~ e  CAD} filed 
the Ton~umer  Advocate Division's Petition To Initiate a G e n d  Inwtigatjon." Thc CAD 
petitioned the Commission to initiate E gwed itlvestigatiofi m e g  the certificBtion of 
compliance with Section 254fe) of the C o m i c a t i o n s  Act of 1934, (47 U.S,C, gZSlye)), 
as amended, (the Act), by dl eligible telccommunicatiom c8tTim (ETCs} in West Virginia 
for the calendar 2004, Staff further petitioned the Commission to initiate a general 
investigation 10 establish conditions which should normally be imposed in any oder 
granting ETC s t a b s  and uniform standads regarding the Mfimtion of compliance with 
these cmditims and with Section 254(e) by bI ETCs in the State of West Virginia, 

Staff filed ib "Initial hint Staff: Mernormdum'* m July 16! 2003. T h h  S W  
recommended the Commission initiate two separmte general investig~tions to a d d m s  the 
CAD request. I 

By order entered August 5,2003, the Commkion grana the CAD% putition to 
initiate a gsnetd investigation regarding certification of the dispositim of federal universal 
s w i m  funding for calendar year 2004 br (1 1 inmnbmt local exchange c h e m  (iucumbcnt 
LEGS or ILECa) md (2) competitive LECa that have beep designatd .m eligible 
telwomunications c m i m  {ETCS) in west Virginia. In accodmce *ti stars 
mommmdations, the Commission ordered that ELECs and competitive ETCs file vdfred 
gtaternents demonstrating that they we fderal mivenal s m i c a  supporl ''only Em the 
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prksjon, maintenance md upgrading of facilities end smicas for which &c sup& is 
intended," consistent with Section 254Ie) of thc Te?ecomunicatiom Act of. 1996, by 

-I 

In a c c d m c a  with the Commission's order, a number af cmim filed statmmts 
verifying that federal udvmd sawice firnding ia used d y  for the provisim, maintenance 
md upgrading of facilities and service1 far which the support is  intend& comisknt with 
Section 254(e) of the Telecommunidom Act of 1934, as amended. These carriers were: 

i!hwuAu 
Highland Cellular, LLC 
Easterbmoke Cellular Corporatian 
V&mn WeBt Virginia Inc. 
West Side Telephone Co., d M a  West Side Telecommunications 

d!ulaum 
Fiberlet, LLC, 

Two carriers, Telephmdompmy and Gateway Telecom, LLC, doing business 
as StratusWave Communicatiaa, fil-sd aftar the August 15,2003, deadline,' 

I St#tusWa~ Communlcatiomi filed on August 26,2003, and War Telephone 
Company filed 
substmtive bw 

&? 
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II 
The Commission finds that the above mentioned teltcommuhtias c M m ,  except 

Digital Conneatims, Jnc., use federal universal service support only for the provision, 
~~~.mainteuance and upgmdng bf facilifkg and services for which the $uppott is intended, 

comistent with Seetion 254Ce) ofthe Comunica1,ions Act of 1934, asmendcd, and should 
be c d f i e d  to receive Federal Universal Swtice support, during J a n m  I, 2004 to 
December 3 1 2004, These camers are either ILECs or have been pmiously designated as 
ETCs by the Commission, 

I/ 
Digital Conn=tions+ Inc.,should submit, under a separate filing, its wuest for ETC 

status. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the fallowing carrim rn using Federal 
Universal Senrice support only fw the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities 
and setvices for which the support is intended, consistent with Section 254(e) of the 
Comunications Act of 1934, as amended: 

, 

Armstrong TaIephone Company - Northern Division 
Amstrong Telephone Company - West Virginia 
citizens Te~ecbmunicalions company of west Virginia, &,'a 
Frontier Communicatiot~s of West Virginia 
Easterbrmke Cellular Corporatim 
FiberNet, LLC 
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. 
Highland Cellular, LLC 
Spruce Knob-Seneca Rwlm Telephone, Inc, 
Gateway Telacmn, LLC, d M a  
StratusWave Communications 
Verizon West Virginia Inc. 
War Telephone Company 
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12). We$t Side Telephone Co., d/b/a 
West' Side Tekommunications 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the C&ssion's Executive Smetwysewe a copy 
of this order undn all partias of rebod by United S ~ W  F k t  Clws Mail and upon 
Commission St: by hand delivery. 

A True Cdpy, T*te: 

ARC 
LFGh 
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